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President’s Message

2016. What can | say?

2016 in Orlando will be forever remembered as the year of the e E——
Pulse massacre. Normal will never be the same. The year was going
along fine for OYA. Weekly support groups were well attended.
Babes in Bonnets at the Parliament House raised a record $22,000.
Over 50 gathered together at the OYA Family Reunion at the Magic
Kingdom in June. And then the shooting. OYA volunteers went into
hyper mode — texting and calling to check on every youth member.
We offered a support group the afternoon of June 12. | cannot
speak more highly of our board members. They responded to every
media request (over 30), sent email thank yous to hundreds of
donors from around the world. They coordinated mental health

& grief counselors & police security to be at all of our support
groups for a month. LYA's Polk County Pride was just six day after
the shooting. It had record attendance, but having police at each
corner of the park was a stark reminder of the times we live in. The
youth and the adults are still haunted by the tragedy but healing
and support is what OYA has been all about for 26 years. A special
thank you from me to all those who showed compassion to OYA

and our community during 2016. Photographer: Ola Torkelsson
www.olatorkelsson.com

Michael Slaymaker
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40% of homeless youth identify as LGBT.
OYA is here to help.

He is 19. Income came from male dancing. He was living in a car with his mother.
The HIV test came back positive. OYA encouraged him to attend their support
group. While at OYA he learned of various resources. He now resides in a shelter for
homeless people with HIV that he wouldn’t have found without OYA.

A member of SYA for years, finds his family evicted from their home with nowhere
to live. Leadership of OYA meet with the parents and introduce them to resources
they didn't know existed. OYA offers financial assistance to tie them over this

bump. They signed a lease on a new place right before Christmas. Everyone is safe
and healthy. New OYA t-shirt designed by the youth

Babes in Bonnets

Carmella Marcella Garcia’s Babes in Bonnets 2016 was the most
successful yet, raising more than $22,000 to support the Orlando
Youth Alliance. Parliament House and returning emcees Miss
Darcel Stevens and Blue Star returned to host an auction for
extravagant bonnets and exciting prizes donated by our friends

in the community. OYA youth once again created and modeled
their own bonnets, joined by some of Florida’s most fabulous drag
performers. Thank you to Parliament House and all who attended
and supported the event!

Brandon and Nicole at O-YES

Brandon Kiley and Nicole Pinto, LGBTQ+ youth leaders+ OYA members, shared
their experiences, hopes, and strategies for empowerment during a panel at
the third annual Orlando Youth Empowerment Summit. They addressed youth,
educators, parents, City of Orlando officials, and community and faith leaders
during a day of education, dialogue, and relationship-building among all those
invested in Central Florida LGBTQ+ youth.

Petrified Forest

More than 20 youth enjoyed a spooktacular adventure at the Petrified Forest
haunted house tours in Altamonte Springs, with several touring behind the scenes
and hanging out with the zombies, clowns, monsters, and madmen. They capped
off the night with some tasty Italian Ice.

Brandon & friends
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Transgender Day of Remembrance

OYA attended and participated in Valencia College's
annual Transgender Day of Remembrance on
November 17, 2017.

Organizations providing services and resources to the
LGBT+ community were invited to table their programs
to the students and faculty at Valencia. Tables were

set up outside the main buildings to capture the
attentions of those passing by to learn more about the
remembrance and the agencies. As the afternoon faded
into dusk, those attending were invited inside for pizza
while the program got started.

The program was a series of individuals telling their
story of growing up as a person who is transgender.
At times, the stories were not easy. Coming out can
be hard for some to share. The stories were intermixed
with entertainment provided by others who are also
transgender.

At 9 PM, the stories ended though the conversation
never died. Everyone moved outside for the candle light

vigil to remember all of those who have been killed over

their gender identity in the past year.

OYA Interns

OYA had two interns over the past year to help with
social media platforms for our youth. Our first intern,
Hector Constanzo, was student at University of West
Florida. Hector was pursuing a BA in Communication
and reached out to OYA for an internship over the
summer semester. Hector was a perfect addition to our
marketing efforts to get the word out about OYA on the
social media platforms youth are using most. During
his summer in Central Florida, Hector connected with
our youth, set up social media platforms being used on
Twitter, Instagram, and Tumblr. He regularly promoted
OYA activities and meetings to keep everyone in the
know about OYA.
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Our second intern, Emily Hope, joined us for a semester
during the fall. She was attending college and one of her
final courses was an internship with OYA. She, too, had

a passion for social media and picked up where Hector
left off.

Emily not only attended all of OYA's events and social
activities but took many pictures and videos which she
later posted on OYA's social media platforms. Emily even
continued coming to OYA events and activities once her
semester ended. She was dedicated to our mission and
wanted to share the happenings of OYA with others.

OYA was fortunate to have the help of two young
students who wanted an internship that would make a
difference. By working on OYA's social media platforms
and getting them up and running, both did just that. They
certainly made a difference by promoting OYA to Central
Florida, so we could be shared.

Venezuelan Delegation

The Orlando Youth Alliance was honored to welcome
a delegation from Venezuela in August. We enjoyed
sharing with Edgar, Ana Margarita, Lowing and
Mauricio. The visit was organized through the World
Affairs Council and the US Dept of State International
Visitor Leadership Program.



Art Therapy

The Florida Art Therapy Association event was a terrific
gathering where youth were able to come together
and express themselves through different art forms

and techniques. They learned new methods of art

and learned how just doing something as simple as a
scribbled line could release a large amount of unwanted
stress. We had a great turn out for this event. There
was laughing, messy hands, and joy across the room.
Two volunteers came in who specialize in art therapy
to assist with the event. One of the favorite activities
was the mandala creations. Many used crayons, some
used glitter and stencils, but each and every one came
out spectacular. There were also activities such as the
blind fold creation, where youth were told to close their
eyes and randomly draw a line on a piece of paper until
told to stop. From there everyone helped each other in
discovering what was in the mess of tangled lines. The
event was terrific thanks to our volunteers and youth
that came out to join.

To the right is a photo of the artwork created by our youth.
It is made up of broken colored glass. Their message is
“even when things are broken we can find beauty”.

FBI

In December, two Victim Specialist FBI Special Agents attended a Seminole Youth Alliance meeting to
discuss cyber crimes and protecting yourself online. Twenty youth attended the presentation.

Transgender Education

In September, OYA Board Members and volunteers held a half-day seminar led by Gina Duncan,
Transgender Inclusion Director for Equality Florida. Topics included gender identify and expression,
societal inclusion, rethinking sex-gender-sexuality, and risks of transitioning.

OYA Receives Bequest

Long time friend of OYA, Professor Michael Moriarty, passed away in December 2015.

He included OYA in his will. His generosity will help our organization grow and help hundreds
more youth. You too can include OYA in your will or trust. To learn how log onto
www.orlandoyouthalliance.org/donate
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Recreation & Social Activities
are Important

In August, OYA sponsored a day of fun at Paradise
Cove. Thirteen youth spent the day kayaking,

jet skiing, riding a tube behind a ski boat, and
paddleboarding. It was a beautiful day to spend on
the water and the youth were extremely appreciative |
of the end-of-summer event!

Scholarships

The Orlando Youth Alliance (OYA) awarded five
college scholarships to area youth. Recipients of the
scholarships were:

Emily Mound (Seminole State College)
Samantha Fuentes (University of Central Florida)
Allen Barrett (University of Central Florida)
London Nunn (Lake Sumter State College) and

"’- ORLANDQ
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Hector Constanzo (University of West Florida).

Nearly $7,000 was awarded. The OYA Scholarship
Program is grateful to the generosity of

Bill Neighbors and Tim Warzecha and the

Walt Disney Company Foundation for their gifts
to help fund a major portion of the program. OYA
has been providing financial assistance for education
to its members for over eight years.

Grants to Gay-Straight Alliances

In 2016, OYA joined forces with GLSEN Orlando to provide G S A GAY-STRAIGHT
grants of up to $500 to each of the following schools: ALLIANCES
Lake Nona, Colonial, Cypress Creek, Titusville, and Leesburg. g
The grant money was used by the GSA clubs at these schools
to fund various club sponsored events and for some to print
t-shirts and purchase other marketing tools to help spread the
word about these valuable clubs.
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Library Donation

After the Pulse tragedy, Paula Yoo, a writer from Hollywood contacted writers
and book dealers from the US, Canada and United Kingdom to send books to the
Orlando Youth Alliance. Our youth now have an extensive library of LGTB positive
books. Thank you, Paula and all who donated.

Lakeland Youth Alliance

The Lakeland Youth Alliance has had a busy year of growing. Regular attendance
has increased from 4 to 20. Many of its members have taken on leadership roles in
there schools GSA's and other clubs.

The youth have participated in lot's of events in the area, such as Gay Days at
Disney, Polk Pride in the Park, the annual Lakeland Christmas Parade and
team building/community outings.

Website: www.lakelandyouthalliance.org
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Family Reunion 2016 at the
Magic Kingdom
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OYA Speaks at Social Workers Seminar

This fall, the Human Rights Campaign sponsored a seminar for social workers and others that deal
with the foster care system in the State of Florida. The meeting was designed to help provide better
care for LGBTQ+ youth in the foster care system. Orlando Youth Alliance was invited to speak during
a lunch session about the types of services we provide for LGBTQ+ youth in our area. Jeff Speicher
attended the event on behalf of OYA. He spoke about the services that we provide, the activities
planned for the youth, and our mission in service to the LGBTQ+ youth in our community.

We distributed newsletters and information cards to the participants. Many of the participants were
interested in finding similar groups in their areas, and the local participants were encouraged to send
any youth to meetings. We also discussed the needs of LGBTQ+ youth in foster care, and how we as a
community can help meet these needs.

Come Out With Pride

Exactly five (5) months after the largest mass shooting in American history, 150,000 people from
across the world gathered in Orlando to celebrate Orlando Pride and honor the lives of the 49 victims.
OYA participated in the event by both marching in the parade and by hosting a booth at Lake Eola.
Approximately 700 interested youth stopped by our booth and received information on OYA and our
mission. Following the Pulse massacre, interest in the organization has increased as youth look for
ways to cope with increased anxiety and fear. But Orlando Pride was an opportunity for the youth of
OYA to come together and celebrate who they are and everything we have in common.

ANNUAL NEWSLETTER 2016 8



OYA 2016 Donor Listing

Over $10,000

Michael Moriarty
$5,000 - $9,999

Disney Worldwide Services

Edyth Bush Charitable Foundation
Gopal Grandhige

Orlando Dental Group

September 20th Fund

Walt Disney World

$2,500 - $4,999

Don Granatstein & Susan Unger
Sandy Neubarth

Daniel Niccum

The Harry Potter Alliance

The Parliament House

The Walt Disney Company Foundation
Tim Vargas & Ben Johansen

Tim Warzecha & Bill Neighbors

$1,000 - $2,499

Aetna Foundation

Manny & Nick Agon-Kresky

Avid Bookshop Customers

Costume Couture

Mindy Cowles

Gail Carriger LLC

GLSEN, Inc.

Gucci

Karl Haglund & Jonathan Eisenberg

Russ Kasim & Dan Katrencik

Jason Lambert

Lindsay Petitte & Megan Widhalm
RANGER'S PET OUTPOST AND RETREAT®
Reeves United Methodist Church

Ripley’s Entertatinment

Siemens Energy PRIDE Employee Resource Group
Southern Nights

Stonewall Bar Orlando

Watermark Media

Paula Yoo

$500 - $999

Abdu Ali

Big Boy Pride

Jim Bowden

Andrew Bracker

Broadway United Methodist Church
Amy Cantley

Joe Colon

Dubsdread County Club

Funky Monkey Wine Company
James Geneau (Benbria)

Joel Gran

Hamburger Mary's Jacksonville
Harriett Lake Charitable Trust

Lady Luck Orlando

Little Shop of Stories

Bill Neighbors

North Shore Alliance of Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and
Transgender Youth

Brian Schlosser

SeaWorld

Jacqueline Siegel

Vincent Sison

Michael Slaymaker & George Bridges
Jeff Speicher

Blue Star (The Venue)

Darcel Stevens

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The PNC Financial Services
Universal Orlando Foundation
Marvin Villard & Craig Thompson
Wells Fargo

$250 - $499

Aetna Better Health of Kentucky
Barcodes Orlando

Benevity

George Bridges

Bright House Networks

Thomas Coldwell

D Squared Productions, Inc.
Embellish FX

Tim Gough

Randy Kelly

Elke Kreibel

Lee Forrest Design

Steven Moses

Multi-Agency Alliance for Children
Hank Nalley

Sandy Neubarth

Never Counted Out

Orlando City Soccer Club

Orlando Fringe

Rick Ortega

Julie Otto

Pulse Orlando (Barbara Poma & Ron Legler)
SAVOY Orlando

Ron Schorsch & Bernd Hilbert
Sam Singhaus

Wilfred Souchereau & Patrick Caraher
Laura Stiles

The BookSmith

The LGBT Center

The Ritz-Carlton Orlando Grande Lakes
Dixie Todd

Patrick Vander Wyden

George Wallace

Steve Watkins

$100 - $249

Anonymous

Anonymous

Caroline Bernardoni
Madeline Boyce

Alyssa Crom

Cuz of Jesse

Stephen Dietz

Deborah “Debbi” Florence
Robert Galloway

Marco Garcia

Marcos Garcia

Chad Goff

Dale & Jennifer Gonzalez
Harper Collins Publishers
Michael Hollmen

Patrick Howell

Jennifer Karno

Noah Karr

Bob Kiley

Edward Kuhne

Gary Lambert & Shawn Hunt
Hank Lewis

Sara Mahoney

Ginger Malcom

Shannon Martin

Kris Martone

Misfortune Enterprises
Elizabeth Mooz

Hannah Morley

Network for Good

Olive Garden

Orca Book Publishers
Oxford School

Lauren Payne

Elizia Pierre-Antoine
Rafael E. Pinero

Richard Reese

Adam Rex

Richland Community College P.R.I.D.E. Club
Brooke T. Sample

Todd Scala

Gina Shaw
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The Alfond Inn
Terri Tillmann
United Way of Central Indiana
Jamie Varon
Michael Wagner
Waxwing

Scott Will

Ellen Wittlinger
Phil & Judy Wood
Bill Woods

Wanda Woolworth

Up to $99

John Abbott

Bryan Abendschein
Stacey Abidi

Laura Aboul Hosn
Robert Adams
Dahlia Adler

Alana Franklin Photography
Charlie Alcock
Amelia Aldred
Sasha Alegbeleye
Cory Allman

Kristin Andersen
Patrick Andriola
Claudia Angel
Anonymous

David Armo

Aviva Artzy
Rachael Babiracki
Christa Backstrom
Stewart Barber
Dylan Bargteil
Carly Batts

Beacon Hill International School
Andrew Bellemer
Thomas Bellino
Brooks Benjamin
M L Bentall
Andrew Bernal
Rebekah Bernard
Desiree Bernasconi
Laura Best

Jon Blaeser

Jana Blanke

Sam Bloom

Blaise Boegel
Michael Bolanos
Jenn Bollenbacher
Aisling Boyle

Ann Braden

Devyn Brauer
Jordan Brophy-Hilton
Christina Brosius
Samantha Brown
Giovanni Bruno
Zachary Bruns
Meghan Brunson
Marisa Budlong
Jeremy Burnette
Melissa Calderone
Juan Emilio Camacho Lara
Carmen Cameron
Marissa Campbell
Dan Campbell
Kellan Cantrell
Juliette Cantu-Donaldson
Faline Chapman
Lyssa Chiavari
Nabeela Chowdhury
Kevin Cleary
Rebecca Cohen
Michael Cooper
Christopher Copac
Kevin Coppage
Christine Corbin
Katherine Corlett
Mary Cotter

Julia Crowell

Jorge Cruz

Lenika Cruz

Sashah Crysler
Elizabeth Culp

Ariane Dagilis

Cristin & Jeremy Davis
Justine Debelius

Erin Denley

Avrielle Dennis

Neisha Devereux-Lewis
Karen DeWysockie
Megan Dillon

Grace Ding

Kris Dinnison

Lara Donnelly
Amanda Dorado
Jeffrey Durichek
Fayten El-Dehaibi
Elizabeth Briggs Books
Tamara Ellis Smith
Lauren Emerson
Rachel English

Melissa Ernst
Guillermo Esteban Bustos
Amy Estes

Justine Etzkorn

Thor Falk

Goran Fernlund & Susin Nielsen
Marissa Ferranti

Wren Fettig

Justin Fick

Louise Fike

Gillian Fisher

Fitzhenry & Whiteside, Ltd.
Kyle Flood

Riaun Floyd

Louisa Flynn-Goodlett
Andrew Ford

Emily Fortenbery

Craig Fotheringham
Erica Franke

Meghan French
Angela Friesen

Paul Fryer

Nancy Fullbright
Gabby and Company
Brigid Gaffkin

Kyle Gaither

Martha Gavaghan
Katherine Geffken
Anna Genoese

Karen Gerken

Dan Giaquinto

Lauren Gibaldi

Jesse Gilmer

Goodrich Foundation
Leila Gould

Anita Gray Saito
Phredd Groves
Elisabeth Hallanger-Bernstein
John Halski

Tyler Hanan

Cornelius Hardenbergh
Keara Elisabeth Harrington
Mourning Sky Harris
Jennifer Harrison
Ashlee Haslett

HATCH

Sara Havekotte

Juhani Haverinen
Mary Heaney

Shantel Hebert

H Hellstrom

Ally Helmers

Brian Henes

Brendan Hennessy
Justin Hickey

Kendice Higginbottom
Adam Hill

Eric Hinsdale & Christine Heppermann

Hippie University Inc.



Morwenna Hitch
Scott Holland
Margaret Honigberg
Daniel Hoover

Ellen Hopkins
Mansie Hough
Stacy Hovest
William Howard
John Huebler

Ken Hughes

Tara Huntley

Rose Hutchinson
Indiana Youth Group
Interlude Press
Elisabeth Jansen
David Jenkins

Jarod Jett

Jabie Jitta
Dominique Johnson
Benjamin Johnson
Audrey Jones

Daniel Jordan
Michael Jung
Suznne Kamata
Aimee Kanemori
Thor Kell

Kimberly Kennedy
Allison Kenny
Tamara Kile

Hanna King

Bonnie King
Eleanor Knowles

Jo Knowles

Joseph Kohlmann
Julia Korn

Maria Korshunova
Roger Kropp
Christine Lancaster
Sai-Lai Lee

David Legman

Kira Lerner

William Leubsdorf
Nikki Lev/Karaoke Burlesque PDX
Denver Lewis

Grace Lidinksy-Smith
Dana Lidinksy-Smith
Thomas Lister
Deirdre Londergan
Victoria Lopez
Maria Lopez

Adira Lopez-Loyo
Karen Lord

Chiqui Lorenk
Joanna Luloff

Dr. & Mrs. Edmund & Merle Lundy
Anna Machell

Eilidh MacLennan
Orlando Madonna
Edmond Mallahan

Support after Pulse

OYA was extremely grateful for the love and support we received after the Pulse
Massacre in June of 2016. It was deeply needed after the tragic hit our community
took with the 49 lives lost and thousands effected. The community that arises after
this was what all got us through it and we couldn’t have done it without you.

Corrie Mallery
Jared Malsin
Jessica Mann
Marie Marcon
Valerie Mardle
Melissa Marshall
Ryan Maslow
Willis McCabe
Julia McCarthy
Kathleen McDonald
Michela McGee
Casey McIntyre
Jennifer Memmolo
Jim Merritt

Kaila Messerli

Seth Michaels
Milken Community Schools
Stephen J. Miller
Ashley Miller
Alexander Miranda
Erin Moffet

Joshua Mogil

H. Montoya

Saba Moreh
Samantha Morse
Christopher Munoz
Katy Myers
Kathleen Napolitano
Carolina Nellen
Josh Newey
Marissa Newhall
Miranda Nicole
Kali Noble
Gabriella Norton
Kelly Novitski

Lisa Nowlain
Makayla Olson
Eric Orlin

Max Ornstein
Fernando Orriols
Wanliu Ou

Allison Overhauser
David Paddock
Jesse Pallister
Mary Palmer
Kristin Pape

Sahar Pastel-Daneshgar
Erin Pastular
Andrea Paulet
Jennifer Pearl
Samantha Perron
Adrianne Peschard
Tessa Peterson
Heather W. Petty
Janelle & Danny Picard
Lindsay Pimentel
Samuel Potasznik
Allison Preiss
Walter Presha

Victoria Raposa
George T. Reed

Samuel Reeves
Winsome Reid

Revere

Jason Richards

Derek Richardson
Frazer Richardson
Ryan Ridenour
Elizabeth Riley
Katherine Riley

Jane E. Ritchie

Donald & Dorothy Robasser
Charles Robbins
Phoebe Robinson
Harriet Robinson
Brianna Rockmore
Mia Rodriguez

Room 34 Creative Services
Dana Rosenthal
Christina Rothenbeck
Mary Rude

Gary & Karen Sandler
Melody Santiago
Megan Santosusso
Catherine Sattler
Allison Schedin

Carly Schmidt

Liz Schnautz

Brittany Schoepp-Wong
Margare Scholten

Kyle Schultheis

Lorna Schultz Nicholson
Alexandra Schwartz
Jennifer Scott Santiago
Thearon Scurlock
Shannon Shea

Joan Sheppard

Adam Silverstrim
Victoria Simons

Ben Sinclair

Benjamin D. Sinclair
Austen Sitko

Drew Sizemore
Eleanor Smith
Angeleeta Sosnowski
Angela Spencer

Ms. Leeza Spiegl
William & Patricia Spoone
Sarah Springer

Landon Stabler
Marguerite Stanley
Felicia J. Steele
Jacqueline Steiger
Madeline Stevens
Senator Linda Stewart
Jessica Stewart

Chad Stone

Joseph Stone

Robert Stone
Nicky Sundt
Alison Swallow
Elly Swartz

Ryan Taylor

Kelly Taylor

The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Books
Sarah Thomas
Siobhan Thomas
Laurie Thompson
Stacey Tibbs
Phoebe Tillem
Emily Tofanelli
Elanor Tolmie
Jeffrey Torres
Cassaundra Truax
Carrie Truong
Deborah Underwood
Lisa Vahey

Jorge Varon

Eric Walker
Shannon Wallace
Rose Wang
Stephanie Wargin
Haley Warren
Sara Wasserboehr
Bahiyyih Watson
Ellen Weinauer
Niki Wells
Hannah Wensel
Connor White
Tina Whittington
Christina Williams
Carly Winchell
Tabor Winstead
Alexis Wojtowicz
Diane Wolf
Elizabeth “Liz" Wong
Adam Wright
Jenny Yergensen
Gary Yorke

Amy Young

Youth Outlook

Katharine Zimmerman

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION OF ORLANDO YOUTH ALLIANCE, INC. (#CH25270) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES AT WWW.800HELPFLA.COM OR BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352
WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
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